THE   BEGINNINGS   Of   THE   MIDDLE   AGES

Northern commerce the Frisians played the part which the Syrians
had played in the Mediterranean.

The hinterland of Amiens and Quentovic extended as far as the
threshold oF Burgundy, but not farther.1 The trade of Tournai
seems to have been fairly important in the pth century.2

But in the second half of the 9th century die Norman invasions
put an end to this commerce.3

Nevertheless, it had been extremely active, and it had been able
to preserve a superior kind of economic activity. To a great extent,
moreover, this commerce must have become increasingly dependent
on the commerce of the Scandinavians, who, in the pth century,
exported French wines to Ireland.4 The relations which the
Scandinavians maintained with Islam by way of Russia must
have given their trade a powerful impetus. In the pth century
there were important ports in the Baltic, or perhaps we should
rather say maritime ttapes* We know, thanks to the archaeologists,
that the trade of Haithabu extended, between 850 and 1000, to
Byzantium and Baghdad, along the Rhine, and into England and
the north of France.

The Viking civilization developed very considerably in die 9th
century, as is shown by the funeral furnishings found in the ship
of Oseberg, which is to-day in the museum at Oslo.6 The oldest
Arab dirhems found in Scandinavia date from the end of the yth

1  VERCAUTERBN, L* interpretation faonomique d'une trouvaille de monnaies
carolingiennes faite pres <T Amiens, REVUE BELGE DE PHIL. ET D'HIST., vol XIII,
1934, p. 750-759, shows that there were no coins in this treasure originat-
ing from die south of the Loire, and that 90 per cent of them were struck
in the region between the Meuse and the Seine.

2  VERCAUTEREN, Etude suf les Civitates* pp. 246-247.

8 Concerning BUGGB'S exaggerations in respect of the trade of the Normans
with France, see VOGEI, Die Normannen, pp. 417-418.

4  BUGGE, Die   Nordeuropaischen   Verkehrswege   im fruhen   Mittektter,

VIERTELJAHRSCHRIFT HJR SOZIAL UND WIRTSCHAFTSGESCHICHTE, VoL IV,
1906, p. 271.

5  In 808-809 the port of Reric was destroyed by the King of Denmark,
who compelled the merchants to settle at Haithabu in order to facilitate the
collection of the tonlieu. Annales regum Franc* ed. KURZE, a% 808, p. 126.

* B. DE MOREAU, Saint Anschaire, 1930, p. 16.
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